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Office Action Summary 



Art Unit 
2871 



Dung Nguyen , 

The MAILING DATE of th,s communication appea rs on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 0± MONTH(S) FROM 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will a PP^. a ™ * ' ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) S Responsive to communication® filed on 29 August 2003. 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters pmsecutior , as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 -J. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) M2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) S Claim(s) M2 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: . 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application Na _^. 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D AcknowleSgment is made of a claim for domestic priorty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) ^ » P^J'^fl^J 
since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 

37 CFR 1 78 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priorrty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of DrattspersorVs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). — 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 1 1262003 
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Application/Control Number: 09/527,529 
Art Unit: 2871 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-6 and 10-12, drawn to a liquid crystal display (LCD) apparatus, 
classified in class 349, subclass 106. 

II. Claims 7-9, drawn to a method of compensating an electrooptical characteristics 
of an LCD, classified in class 349, subclass 187. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 

§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case, the device as shown in group I does not necessarily need the 
step of determining a color as shown in group II. 

3 . Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 48(b) if one or more of the 
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Art Unit: 2871 

currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dung Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305-0423. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 703-305-3492. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 




DM Dun S Nguyen 

11/25/2003 Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 2871 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to: 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convergent downloading 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office s private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office s web site 
r wwwUSPTO.gov) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of US patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office, 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions. 
Paper copieTof references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent ™^i> *» 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloadmg of U.S. patent and ; US. 
oatent aoolication publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of pnvate PAIR 
to SimtadSS «*U of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
exaSr on fo™ PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S^atent apphcaUon 
ouStions Zitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of^^TSSe documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
enc^ed a!s Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-page retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



Steps to Use the New E-Paterit Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a rid-cost USPTO Public Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature, and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at: 
<hto://ww.uspto.gov/ebc/downloads.html> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
SB125 at hrt p://www.uspto.gov/web/forms/sb0125.pdf . The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/registration pair.html . • 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference -so, the download tune can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners canselecUo download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited period of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to. use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. , - 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate .the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cjted U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 



Comments 



Comments concerning the E-Pateht Ref^fearure should he in wntmg and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) attheUSPTO by electronic mail at eReference^uspto.ROv or 
by facsimiled (703) 308-1840. Comments will be posted and made available for public ..... 
inspection. To ensure that comments, are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. ,. v 

Comments with respect to. specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with appUcations should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February ? 2004; ah^ough copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be malted I to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all appUcations have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on me operation bf the lFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
-at htuv//www:uspto;^ Comments concerning the E-Patent 

RefcSce future and questions concerning' the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 21 7-9197! The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile* 
(703);3()8-2840 brbye.mailatEBC@ , ,. , 




nMe . i*li/» > qftJi^r- -Ha**** 

- - Nicholas P. Godici "...."'„ 

i:v '■: ^ComiSSssioherfor Patents ; K v " 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

Use the address provided in this flyer after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

DO NOT USE the Washington DC 20231 and P.O. Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
af?er May 1 200Mor any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 
Seated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other actaon, notice, matenal, 
form, instruction or other information. 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 





Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effective May 1 2003, the USPTO is changing the special Box designations for 
Patent Tand Trademarks to corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" w..l now be 

"Mail Stop 4"). 

For further information see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 
S el Fee JReg. 14332 (March 25, 2003). A copy of the Fee/era/ Register notice .s ava.lable 
on the USPTO's web site at htt P //www.uspto gnv/web/menu/current.html#register 

A listing of specific USPTO mailing addresses (See Patents - specific) will I ^ available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http7/www.uspto. g ov/main/contacts.htm 

Persons filinq correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice, the QfficjaJ 
Gazette o the Office's Internet Web site (www.uspto.gov) to determine the appropriate .address 
a^dMiii Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR U21 CHATiw^ 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Dateijoly 30, ZUU3 



All amendments fled on or after the effective date noted J2*J£*£2£! 
Rule Chances To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Appucauon w t k 

^iS 

..^t^icfo r. *~ » k^ike major W™"*^^* 37 ^ 

, , ^ *. vnluntarv ^ amendment format "^ L ^ not changed. 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except ara g 

BF.V1SED AMF MTtynr.NT PRACTICE 

i n ^in > a ,h section «" ^nrtment doniment on « i separate sheet: d s> Drawing 

Each section of an amendment document ^SSS^Son on a new page will 

Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet SW ^^■JSJ^, documen t for placement in an 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment uo 

image file wrapper. 

^^X^^^^^^"^^ 1125 u • 

A^ Amendme nt to the claims: * , . t . rl - m cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 

(!) The current status of all of the claims in the ^'^EffiSS X- of 
01 withdraw claims, must be given in a parenth«,ca, ^Z^)?^^^^ ^ 

the following seven status identifiers: (.ngtnal ,(cur«n ly „ MJm J„ claim , mus , 

^fT^ 

keb^S^^S^s of the status ..currently 

Sffi? and "withdrawn" that are being 7-^££3lSw^ — te " rese "" !d " 
(3) The text of pending claims no, hemp cnrnntly amended ^ ^ ^ ^ .„ c|e>n versio „ will 

markings that may have been present in the .mmed.ate pnor vers.on of the cla.ms. 
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(4) Ac.aimbeingcancel^ 

claim must not be presented. Providing an ^^Kte^iWfe^Ae 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim listing wun 

text of the claim must not be underlined. aM ,. () numerical order. Consecutive canceled, 

(6) All of the claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending numer ca I o « 

or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement (eg., Claims 1 5 (canceled)). 



Example of Hstim 



, „f .i a im« r,, sc of t h« "claim" before the claim number is optional) 



Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a plastic grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) 

Claim 1 3 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

m Amendment' «" specification: presenting a replacement paragraph or 

Amendments to the specification, including the -^^o^SnrfK prior version. An accompanying clean 
section or abstract marked up to show ^^^T^^^ 0 ? sections, including a new abstract 
version is not required and should not be P^ nted .^ ! y ^^SZt or new abstract must be submitted on a 

Thechanges;^ 

added matter) or strikethrough (for ^^ ^j^^t^ ^ ZiilLrr^edie.,.. deleUonof 
^.uuirartoKm ay be „ s ed(e. F ., l[eroor\\ , and (2 (ftf» ggj^ ^teK f^fff alternatively 
^ u- or certain punctuation m^ i ^.*^J^ ^\X!^ ^ ^deleted, all in 
^.M, hrarkels, Un^r. extra p»f»»* nftext mav he " tcluaea np < 



number 14 as) 

C) Ampnrtments to Hawing figures: . . nt flBUres which incorporate the desired changes and which 

Drawing changes must be ^^f^^^^^S^V^^^ * the drawi " g 

comply with 37 CFR 1,84. An explanation o he „ J^™ -' p" Y"' ~ ^ 

or remarks, section of the amendment, and may h ' a < c ™ P ™ , , . , ftr ^l^li i, ton maremaJ 

hr . —A^itu annotations. Any replacemen draw ng she* m yersion 0 [ tne s h eet) even 

^JL^ S*«*" and jnTiude- ^^^^ ^^ ,^ -- r »e labeled 

though only one figure may be amended- A W^J <™ \ u Z iM 1nf anter ^ (. ... «< an annendvc) 

■ „„^*# Marked;,* Prawn?' ""^g^y.^Shr hH^ " If the changes to the 

The figure or figure number of t he ^S^S^i be notified W^-***^*** 

Questionsrega^ 
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